
January 6, 2017 

 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley   The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 

Chairman, United States Senate   Ranking Member, United States Senate 

Committee on the Judiciary    Committee on the Judiciary 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building  331 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 

 

  Re: Confirmation of Senator Jeff Sessions for Attorney General of the United States 
 

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Feinstein: 

 

We write in our individual capacities, as former staff members of the U.S. Senate Committee on 

the Judiciary, to express our strong support for Senator Jeff Sessions’ nomination to be the 84th Attorney 

General of the United States. 

 

While serving together on the Committee, we often clashed with one another on policy issues of 

national importance. Today, however, we are united in our agreement that Senator Sessions is a man of 

great character, integrity, and fidelity to our nation who is worthy of your affirmative vote and a swift 

confirmation. 

 

We were privileged to witness firsthand the operations of the Committee over the past two decades, 

during some of the Senate’s most consequential debates. We observed Senator Sessions up close, behind 

closed doors, and when no cameras were present. In those moments, we came to know Senator Sessions 

as a gentleman and a dedicated public servant. The man we proudly worked alongside always displayed 

kindness, decency, and humility. He has been a credit to the greatest traditions of the Senate and the 

Judiciary Committee, and we have no doubt he will bring this same strength of character to the Office of 

the Attorney General. 

 

We can further attest that his commitment to the rule of law is unwavering and his patriotism 

unquestionable. Through his words and deeds, Senator Sessions has demonstrated a deep respect for the 

United States Department of Justice, its mission, and its people. We are confident that, as Attorney 

General, he will maintain independence from political influence and seek justice on behalf of all citizens, 

without fear or favor. 

 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we can affirm that Senator Sessions displays an unfailing 

allegiance to the Constitution. He understands the significance of the structural safeguards in our founding 

charter, including the separation of powers among the three branches of the federal government. We trust 

that, once confirmed, Senator Sessions will direct the Justice Department to exhibit the appropriate respect 

for the legislative branch and its constitutional responsibilities. 

 

Thank you for considering our views and for your own dedication to the Senate and to the 

Committee we had the distinct honor of serving. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 



The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
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Kimberly K. Anderson  

Fmr. Legislative Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

Brooke Jones Bacak 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK) 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

Wendy F. Baig 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

M. Miller Baker 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Zina Bash  

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Amy Blankenship 

Fmr. Legislative Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS)  

 

 

Matthew Boyden 

Fmr. Counsel-Detailee to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

Nicholas Bruno 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Tiffany A. Cissna  

Fmr. Legal Assistant to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Tyler S. Clarkson  

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Manus Cooney 

Fmr. Staff Director & Chief Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 
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Catherine Crane 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Randy Cubriel 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX)  

 

 

Jared Culver 

Fmr. Legislative Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

Alexander Dahl 

Fmr. Deputy Staff Director & Senior Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

James A. D’Cruz 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Makan Delrahim 

Fmr. Staff Director & Chief Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT)  

 

 

Suzzette R. H. DeMers 

Fmr. Counsel to U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

 

 

Mark Disler 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Michael Dougherty 

Fmr. Legislative Counsel to Sen. Jon Kyl (R-AZ) 

 

 

Steven J. Duffield 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. John Kyl (R-AZ), 

Republican Policy Committee 

 

 

Louis Dupart 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Mike DeWine (R-OH) 
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Chase T. Espy 

Fmr. Legislative Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

Gustav William Eyler 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Russ Ferguson  

Fmr. Legislative Counsel to Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK) 

 

 

Daniel B. Fisher 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

 

 

Brian Fitzpatrick  

Fmr. Special Counsel to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

  

 

Ysmael D. Fonseca 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Scott Frick 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-SC) 

 

 

Rebecca Furdek 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

James D. Galyean 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC)  

 

 

Eric M. George  

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

David M. Glaccum 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) 
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Chadwick L. Groover  

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) 

 

 

Ed R. Haden 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

William A. Hall, Jr. 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL)  

 

 

Cindy Hayden 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

Bradley Hayes 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

Mary Harned 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK) 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL)  

 

 

Julia K. Henninghausen 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Amanda Hinson 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

James C. Ho  

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Anne L. Idsal 

Fmr. Legal Assistant to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Joe Jacquot 

Fmr. Deputy Chief Counsel to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) 
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Sara Beth Groshart Jansen 

Fmr. General Counsel to Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK) 

 

 

Marissa Johannes 

Fmr. Constituent Services Representative for Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Matthew Johnson  

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

  

 

Brian W. Jones 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Janice Kephart 

Fmr. Special Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jon Kyl (R-AZ) 

 

 

Harold H. Kim 

Fmr. Deputy Chief Counsel to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

Fmr. Senior Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Kate M. LaBorde 

Fmr. Legislative Correspondent to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

Fmr. Legislative Assistant to Sen. David Vitter (R-LA) 

 

 

Kenneth Kiyal Lee 

Fmr. Special Counsel to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

 

 

William R. Levi 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT) 

 

 

Andrea S. Loving 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jon Kyl (R-AZ) 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 
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Marisa Maleck 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Joe Matal  

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jon Kyl (R-AZ) 

 

 

John McMickle 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Charles Grassley (R-IA) 

 

 

Lynden Melmed 

Fmr. Special Counsel to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Christopher R. Mills  

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

Fmr. Professional Staff Member to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

 

 

Sarah T. Mills 

Fmr. Legislative Aide to Sen. Charles Grassley (R-IA) 

Fmr. Legislative Aide to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

Fmr. Legislative Aide to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

 

 

Patrick Murphy 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Gregg Nunziata 

Fmr. Chief Nomination Counsel to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

 

 

Stuart G. Nash 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Michael O’Neill 

Fmr. Chief Counsel & Staff Director to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

Fmr. Special Counsel & General Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 
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Avery L. Org 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Kevin O’Scannlain 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Lee Liberman Otis  

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Spence Abraham (R-MI) 

 

 

Ajit V. Pai 

Fmr. Deputy Chief Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS) 

 

 

Marissa Patton 

Fmr. Legal Assistant to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Lauren Petron 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS) 

 

 

Robert R. Porter 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Mike Lee (R-UT) 

 

 

Sam Romero Ramer 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

J. Evans Rice 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

Katherine (Green) Robertson  

Fmr. Legislative Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

Amanda B. Robinson (nee DeVuono) 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 
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Galen Roehl 

Fmr. Senior Policy Advisor to Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS) 

 

 

Chip Roy  

Fmr. Counsel & Senior Counsel to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

D. Kyle Sampson 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Kevin Sanchez  

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Frank J. Scaturro  

Fmr. Counsel for the Constitution to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

 

 

Frankie M. Shulkin 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Kenneth R. Simon, Jr. 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

William Smith  

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

John Smithee, Jr.  

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Robert Steinbuch 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Mike DeWine (R-OH) 

 

 

Tim Strachan 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 
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Thaddeus E. Strom 

Fmr. Chief Counsel & Staff Director to Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-SC) 

 

 

Elizabeth Hays Taylor 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Jeff Flake (R-AZ) 

Fmr. Chief Counsel to Sen. Tom Coburn, M.D. (R-OK) 

Fmr. Chief Nominations Counsel to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

 

 

Jeffrey A. Taylor 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Christopher P. Tosetti  

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Ryan Triplette 

Fmr. Chief Intellectual Property Counsel to Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Rachael Tucker 

Fmr. Counsel & Deputy Chief Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL)  

 

 

C. Stewart Verdery, Jr. 

Fmr. Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Valera Vollor 

Fmr. Legal Assistant to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Mattew B. Welling 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Bradley James Watts 

Fmr. Legislative Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 
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Ed Whelan 

Fmr. General Counsel to Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 

 

 

Lee Whitesell 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Beth A. Williams 

Fmr. Special Counsel to the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

 

 

Kristina M. Williams (nee Campbell) 

Fmr. Law Clerk to Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 

 

Craig Wolf 

Fmr. Counsel to the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

 

 

Philip Zimmerly 

Fmr. Legislative Counsel to Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


